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Rome

Roads across the Roman Empire
from Britain to the Persian Gulf.
A copy of a C13th copy of the C4th
Roman road map now called

‘the Peutinger Map or Table’

(6.2 metres/ 20 feet long) i
replicating a drawing on the sidé¢ =
of a building in Roman Rome.i
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fenwikipedia.org/wiki/Antonine_ltinerary

Q, Search Wikipedia

Antonine [tinerary ¥ 25 languages v
Article  Taik Read Edit Viewhislory Tools
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Antonine Itinerary (Latin: Minerarium Antonini Augusti, “llinerary of the Emperor
Antoninus®) is an itinerarium, a register of the stations and distances along various
roads. Seemingly based on official documents, possibly in part from a survey carried
out under Augustus, it describes the roads of the Roman Empire.") Owing to the
scarcity of other extant records of this type, it is a valuable historical record.?!

Almost nothing is known of its author or the conditions of its compilation. Numerous
manuscripls survive, the eight oldest dating 1o some point between the Tth to 10th
centuries after the onset of the Carolingian Renaissance.”! Despite the title seeming to
ascribe the work lo the palronage of the 2nd-century Antoninus Pius, all surviving
editions seem to trace to an original towards the end of the reign of Diocletian in the
early 4th century."”! The most likely imperial patron—if the work had one—would have
been Caracalla.l']

Iter Britanniarum e

Further information: List of Roman place names in Britain and Roman roads in lter Britanniarum, displayed as a road map.

The plotted routes and stations are
approximations. The Antonine Wall and

The British section is known as the lter Britanniarum, and can be described as the Hadrian's Wall are shown.
'road map' of Roman Britain. There are 15 such ilineraries in the document applying to
differant aecaraphic areas.

Britannia




/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonine_ltinerary A M w

Below are the original Latin names for sites along route 14,[® followed by a translation with a possible (but not necessarily

authoritative) name for the modern sites.”]

Iter XIV (Itinerary 14)

Distance

Latin ablative Translated possible site name Metric English
(km) (mile)

Item alio itinere ab Isca Calleva An alternate route from Isca Silurum to Calleva 152 95
mpm ciii sic Atrebatum thus

Venta Silurum mpm viiii Caerwent, Monmouthshire 13

Abone mpm Xxiiii Sea Mills, Gloucestershire 21

Traiectus mpm viiii perhaps Bitton, near Willsbridge, Gloucestershire 13

Aquis Saolis mpm vi Bath, Somerset 9

Verlucione mpm xv Sandy Lane, Wiltshire 22

Cunetione mpm xx Mildenhall, Wiltshire 30

Spinis mpm xv Speen, Berkshire 22

Calleva mpm xv Silchester, Hampshire 22




en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonine_ltinerary

Examples [edit]

A\\

o

w

Below are the original Latin ablative forms for sites along route 13,* followed by a translation with a possible (but not necessarily

authoritative) name for the modern sites.l”! A transcriber omitted an entry, so that the total number of paces did not equal the sum of

paces between locations.

Iter XIlI (Itinerary 13)

Latin ablative

Translated possible site name

English
(mile)

Item ab Isca Calleva mpm!(®!
cviiiil”! sic

A route from Isca Silurum to Calleva Atrebatum
thus

100

Burrio mpm viii

Usk, Monmouthshire

7.5

Blestio mpm xi

Monmouth, Monmouthshire

10

Ariconio mpm xi

Bury Hill, Weston under Penyard, Herefordshire

10

Clevo mpm xv

Gloucester, Gloucestershire

14

(no entry - mpm xx)

perhaps Corinium Dobunnorum at modern Cirencester,
Gloucestershire

Durocornovio mpm Xxiiii

perhaps Wanborough, Wiltshire

Spinis mpm xv

Speen, Berkshire

Calleva mpm xv

Silchester, Hampshire
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The Roman road from Caerleon to Gloucester
had to cross the Usk, the Wye, and the Severn.
4 Caerleon The Wye Valley Gorge was the biggest problem. Gloucester >
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The Roman road from Caerleon to Gloucester
had to cross the Usk, the Wye, and the Severn.
4 Caerleon The Wye Valley Gorge was the biggest problem. Gloucester >
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The direct route from Caerwent / Crick to Lydney arrives at a point 50 feet (15 metres) up a
cliff at Chepstow and 50 feet below the top of the cliff. Any route, for miles north or south,
involves crossing a cliff on one side of the Wye gorge or on both sides of the Wye Gorge.
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And to make matters worse,
the river at the bottom of the Gorge, the River Wye, has the 2" or 3" highest tide in the world
(the highest ever seen by the Romans) — a staggering 14.6 metre (48 feet) rise in the height of
the river within 4 hours on the days of highest tides, twice a day, and a change in direction of
flow 4 times per day, every day!
Last night the tide rose 14.4 m (47ft). This morning the tide raised the river by 14.1 m (46 ft)
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1. ‘Elizabethan II’ crossing (1966) 2. Hardwick (Shipyard — Tallards Marsh) (not tried)
3. ‘Victorian’ crossing (1852) 4. Norman/Medieval crossing (1067/1220) 5. Roman crossing




_ 3. VICTORIAN RO

e,
I e




Similar width,
river bed, and tidal
conditions

All of the 4 central
Chepstow sites
have a similar
crossing widths
(c.150 metres) and
similar river bed

* conditions, and
similar tidal
conditions.
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L

The Romans may
have used Site 4
(Chepstow Bridge)
for a while, or as

¢ well as Site 5, but

any evidence
would be hidden
under the existing
bridge.

Site 1 (near Mouth

N of the Wye) is

about 160 metres
wide today but it
might have been
much wider (250m
?)in 100 AD.

Site 2 has never
been attempted as
a crossing but
needs to be
considered.
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4. NORMAN/MEDIEVAL ROUTE




4. NORMAN/MEDIEVAL ROUTE
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The Domesday Book 1086-87

Estrighoel (Chepstow) is recorded in the Gloucestershire section of the Domesday Book 1087.

In just 5 abbreviated words it explains why 950 years ago the Castle of Estrighoel was built
where it was, and the town grew there, and the Medieval bridge was built there.

But none of this was relevant to the Romans who had a different agenda!



Str:gu:l (Chepstow) in the Domesday Book 1086/87 AD
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1.8astle of Striguil was built by Earl William

d.in his time_he paid only 40 shillings
de navib’us in silva’m euntib™™>

‘from ships going into the forest’

3. In the time of his son Earl Roger this
town paid £16 (8x that paid by his father)
4. And Ralph de Limesy had half.

Now the King has £12 from it.

Extract from the Domesday Book 1086

Made available by Professor J J N Palmer and G Slater






And in his time he (Earl Wllllam) pmd‘(;K/ng William 1) only forty

shillings from ShIpS gomg into the Forest Domesday Survey 1086/Book 1087
The Normans wanted to raise tax from passmg s’hlps Elgle needed-to be cIose to the river.

Painting by Linda Waters
In Chepstow Museum
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5. THE ROMAN ROUTE




X P s T, 7 ARICONIVM T 5
et WA ) h - P Weston under-Penyard 2
ey =~ E . ' .’T | ﬁ \ e 5 ;
¥ - _.‘\ Yy L : '\ '5-2"‘1 Huntsham -i, >
! e W 2 ABERGAVENNY/

I|TII: H'u;lnr;rl-.r f B

e -,
o "-. Y FENNI Monmout h

GDBAHN IVUM 'S / - -
BRYNMA MONMOUTH; &
Abergavenny ‘@b 1N y A % | 'y
o } - TREFYNWY 0 A0 sl /A T
mﬁé— 'QEH[IW VALE~ —f & "W NS — ﬂ /9 ditolid
%) : 9 A _
‘ABEHTHLEH‘:’ 20 rm"ﬂft‘“ astle St Pe ; s'Church & iﬂr“r;'i
S <o

RoMaAN &
BRITAIN o5

Park ~arm

L' Ll'mr'im
} {_;IW'F"hF"IUI._j
S EVRR
_I( ) Lisk
|i ON

I
IG‘ "q““?' m 'HHHIDGE#' /
: BL ;.1 i('..".'ml[_r 'ﬂ ‘j ,-J / X o5 HISTORICAL A
ol \ \ J J
| fﬁE[ﬁfﬂHH 15 " e Tump> NT ¥
\ ", J;l' IHI’E'L Caerl = o & < 7
\ e . HISLA . HORNBU
. s e, | £ VRVM g 4o
— a § s
t‘ = ] "‘H:" Machen 'h-u ! "‘_ Ca r‘::.‘ m
[ - £~ Ssudbroo
rﬁphll‘-r 'y CAERP HJL LY A w (r Tl b
. .-J = CEroes Carn Einit .'IH'\"’ = l .ﬂf)”!:]v'n"f{]” I T-f'.-"h:"'-l_]'l'_'l!".
\' '\ 1 -.- : v y
A/ uateceyr D ok
O | ohing i 4
<A Cardiff * Rumney Great Wharf Avonim 'J'[i
78X /7 CARDIFF, PORTISHEAD 2 S
= Gy~ CAERDYDD ” 2
ol A PENARTH ' et Tre..
::L; y\Pop Hil CLEVEDON A28 B AgimegisaTol
r-l:;r:l Ir., . . =18 MNAILSE L:.'. Dr

Sully Gatc
5 Wemberham

A 11 " i



—~ x;
Prmci‘pag Leglonary

HH:I' \ - - . g 7 o, SO s i e
: == = Bigrdar of the dient vzte

| =t ; MUK UM Bomas provinbe
OCEANUS | =t { ; = =l
: : ! b 4 f i i ) ® tmperal capeal
GERMANICUS ; 2 s i ! 190 Legonaey hase
Ly Frovieciad caphsl

D C E A N U 5 'l'?l_"ﬂl-_fb.f
o L ugit
= (vanditii)

MARE e | ; -~ - el ] N oy b ‘ (
"m““"ﬁ"" T Bliibl (s g . -_-f" |,u|.-'. .'- i
p R CANTARRICUM R N : : & : ._‘ ol AR . .Mu'.rll
. b Py o . 5 oS 3 : . 3 = . @zgiw#ﬁ,““h‘“‘ ; 3

I:Ilna-ll-n:-f __--._..,,_,

PONTUS EUXINULS

Author, Andrei N. (Wikipedia wsmser Andre
-0 L

eserr




Principal Legionary Bases inthe, Roman Empire
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The whole of Western Europe is covered by
just 8 Legions of Rome’s 35 Legions

— 3 in Germany; 1 in Eastern France;

1 in Northern Spain; and 3 in Britain

— one of which is at Newport/Caerleon

- it is important.

Roman Legionary Bases c.35 bases in 16 countries

Germany 4 (12 in all but only 4 long term)
Turkey 4

Britain 3
Syria 3
Egypt 3
Austria 3

York, Chester, Newport (Caerleon)

Hungary 2
Bulgaria 2
Serbia 2
Israel 2

Spain 1
France 1
Romania 1
Switzerland 1
Algeria 1
Italy 1

Source: Wikipedia List of Roman Legions and Bases
— retrieved 29 September 2024
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Roman Control of Britain for 300 years of the 400 years
by 3 legions — based at York, Chester and Newport (Caerleon)
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City of the Legion >
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Our Museums Image — Museum of Wales
Nattonal Museum Cardift National Roman Legion Museum

AM GUE m Fﬂ 51 Fagans Matlonal Museum of History
GYM H u Mational Waterfront Mussum

Big Fit Mational Coal Museum

Matlomal Slate Museum
MNatlonal Wool Museum

National Roman Legion Museum



~ The outstandmg monument of Venta Sﬂumm 18 the | wall of the
civitas — easily the most impressive town defence to survive from
Reman Bm:am, and in its fmedom fmm_ later Ic




Most Roman remains throughout Britain look like
the interior of this wall but the rest of this South Wall
of Caerwent has all the original Roman facing stone
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!l Caerwent — ‘Lengths of the wall have survived to a considerable height, especially

¢ on the south side, where they form one of the most impressive sights in Roman Britain’. | % T:r
4k The Towns of Roman Britain — John Wacher (1974) p.382 (pp.375-389)
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It is likely that the Romans weren’t that mterested in Chepstow,
as they already had:

a major legionary base at Caerleon;

a significant Roman town at Caerwent; ‘and

sea and river ¢connections at Stidbrook — e

but they had to cross the River Wye in the C!}%%?tow area

|to get to Lydney-and GIoucester

e L






The Norman/Medieval route through Chepstow

=y " &
2T e
FEST anness
YL




The Roman route through Chepstow
Staying on the high ground with extensive views of the whole area
and of the river to the north, beyond the bends.

High Beech Roundabout
Two Rivers pub A48

Chepstow Leisure Centre




‘A48
Chepstow
Gloucester
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Vauxhall Road
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Chepstow School/Leisure Centre Car Park
Roman road drops down cliff side causeway to bridging site




Chepstow School/Leisure Centre Car Park
Roman road drops down cliff side causeway to bridging site
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ROMAN ROADS NEAR CHEPSTOW
by Brigadier J. R. E. Hamilton-Baillie, M.C.

THREE ROMAN ROADS meet near Chepstow. Their lines approsching the town are well

wilablished (soe Skeich Map A):

) From Mewnham through Lydmey and Tutshadl down to the old Raman beidge rather morth
«af the present Wye bridge.

b) A continuation of this road on the same general sligament frem Pwilmeyric through Crick
o Cmerwent.

) A road from Monmouth threwgh Trelleck, approaching Chepsiow oa the line of an old susk
Name ooiar Ficcadilly, just nast of St Arvams,
'Ibmmd:nﬂllhmuﬂunlnmﬂnﬂrdnnum? In Mugjory's Howsn Roads im

Hritgin be first fwo ame included in his road 60a and the rosd from Monsnoith I3 namibered Gd.
1 have, however, nowhere found sy satisfectory description of the way the neads jained in

or near Chepsiow.

Sir Jooeph Bradswy: A History of Mormonhekice (Fart [ of Vol 1Y) says:
The Bomés moad from the drection of Gloscetor came dosn by Tutshill 0 & 3pod thit is weil known
aboul mtu_mmmm £ remoma
OiTlf e

il ge, ihe Bomss oad inose dire ction tarred leftwands snd ponsmg Crosmeay Greea foliowed
the lane by SE Kinrmosk: and w0 isdo the main mad o Casrwent . . . In ihe oiher nothwasds direction
e Roman road went more of ks mmummm-m"m-mmu
read 10 Tinleen end then Tullosring the Bac Inzally clied Fomdily | |

Come In his description of Monmouthshire has a chapter om Roman Roads, but gives no
detail of the Chepstow ared.

Marjory, peserally sceepled as the definitive work on Roman Roads, savs usder Route 60k
*. . . descending to a crossing of the Wye at Castleford a Hitle way sbowe the present bridge . . .
the main route - - . through Monmouth poined aur road % mile 1o the west of Chepstow, and
the main road follows it ta the farcher end of Pellsesric . . ., and under Rowle 6d: °. . comes
into use again e @ mirear road feoes Bamion to St Arvang and then 2= the main road past the
racecourse 1o @ poént on the coast raad (60a) % mile to the west of Chepstiow - . . [ts southern
termimal 1o the west of, bul ned in, Chepstow, also points to its early origin , ..,

Having walked the ground 1 am convinced meither account & cormect, though Bradney is
rather nearer than Marjory. Marjory s unbikely to be cofrect because (he main rosd past the
racecourse, south from 52, Arvans is a ke, budlt in 1760 outside Piercelield Fark, 1o replace
the older road that ren theough the Park from Crossway Green 1o 51 Arans. The straight
comméction from The Lians Lodge corner 1o St. Kinmarks Lane is quits modern. St Einmarks
Lane itself, and its continuation fo the 84, Luwrence rousdabout ls no doubt ancient, but
right -:.l:d tumn back cato the main alignment at S, Lawnenee that btk acoounts imply ssems

43

O turn now to the continuation westward of the main Roman road we must start agam from
the western end nt the bridge. From here starts the most ﬂramatn: rtlu. of Enman engineerin . near

eet in
and easy to follow,
Evidently this must be the line of the main Roman road, though this means that it is this




ROMAN ROADS NEAR CHEPSTOW
by Brigadier J. R. E. Hamilton-Baillie, M.C.

THREE ROMAN ROADS meet near Chepstow. Their lines approaching the town are well

established (see Sketch Map A):

a) From Newnham through Lydney and Tutshill down to the old Roman bridge rather north
of the present Wye bridge.

b) A continuation of this road on the same general alignment from Pwlimeyric through Crick
to Caerwent.

¢) A road from Monmouth through Trelleck, approaching Chepstow on the line of an old sunk
lane near Piccadilly, just east of St. Arvans,

These roads are all shown as Roman on the Ordnance . In Marjory"s Roman Roads in
Britain the first two are included in his road 60a and the road from Monmouth is numbered 6d.
I have, however, nowhere found any satisfactory description of the way the roads joined in
or near Chepstow.
Sir Joseph Bradney: A History of Monmouthshire (Part [ of Vol, IV) says:
The Roman road from the direction of Glowcester came down by Tutshill to a spot that is well known
about half a mile above the present bridge. Here at low tide may be seen the remains of . . . the
Roman Bridge . . . Crossing the river the road ascends the steep dingle, following the boundary line
of the parishes of Chepstow and 5t. Arvans. In the park of Piercefield, a litile less than half & mile
from the bridge, the Roman road in one direction turned leftwards and passing Crossway Green followed
the lane by 5t Kinmarks and so into the main road o Cacrwent . . . In the other northwards direction

the Roman road went more or less through the middle of the Park, crossing what is now the main
road ito Tintern and then following the lane locally called Piccadilly . . .

Coxe in his description of Monmouthshire has a chapter on Roman Roads, but gives no
detail of the Chepstow area.

Marjory, generally accepted as the definitive work on Roman Roads, says under Route 60a:
“. . . descending to a crossing of the Wye at Castleford a little way above the present bridge . . .
the main route . . . through Monmouth joined our road % mile to the west of Chepstow, and
the main road follows it to the farther end of Pwllmeyric . . ", and under Route 6d: *. . . comes
into use again as a minor road from Banton to St Arvans and then as the main road past the
racecourse Lo a point on the coast road (60a) % mile to the west of Chepstow . . . Its southern
terminal to the west of, but not in, Chepstow, also points to its early origin . . .

Having walked the ground [ am convinced neither account is correct, though Bradney is
rather nearer than Marjory. Marjory is unlikely to be correct because the main road past the
racecourse, south from St. Arvans is a turnpike, built in 1760 outside Piercefield Park, to replace
the older road that ran through the Park from Crossway Green to 5t. Arvans. The straight
connection from The Lions Lodge corner to St. Kinmarks Lane is quite modern. St. Kinmarks
Lane itself, and its continuation to the St. Lawrence roundabout is no doubt ancient, but
right angled turn back onto the main alignment at St. Lawrence that both accounts imply seems
awkward.

43
Severn and Wye Review, Volume 2, no. 2, Winter 1972

Editor Ivor Waters, published for the Chepstow Society by Phillimore
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Chepstow Castle

Priory



Chepstow Castle
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The Romans could build up to 33 metre spans in wood or stone but a wooden arch of

33 metres would require a large and complex wooden arch which would need to be based
on substantial stone piers (17 metres wide) as at Trajan’s Bridge over the Danube.
Shorter spans are much more likely. At Piercebridge 11 metre wooden spans were used.
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an wooden arches of Trajan’s
~ Bridge on 17 m stone piers - Trajan’s
:ﬂﬁ Column, Rome. Photo: Matthias Kabel
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Roman Bridges in Britain

Piercebridge 11 metre spans
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Piercebridge Roman Bridge over the River Tees — artists impression — English Heritage

70 metre (230 feet) crossing
2 spans of 10 metres each; 3 spans of 11 metres each; and 4 piers of 4.4 m = 70 metres
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100 AD

1,000 years later

Chepstow Chepstow
Norman Norman
Priory 1067 Castle 1067
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View from the highest part of Chepstow Castle
Leisure Centre Car Park

—

Line of the Roman road

Site of Roman crossing
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View from the Roman route through Chepstow near Chepstow School/Leisure Centre:
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View from the Roman route through Chepstow near Chepstow SchooI/Leigure Centre
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Piercefield

Sedbury Chepstow
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View from the Roman route through Chepstow near Ch-é'pst,_ow School/Leisure Centre
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Best visibility northwards —
(most likely source of attack)

is at river Crossing 5.
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River Wye Visibility to North Minutes to 'ﬁZ T e
1,650 metre ’ -
Crossing Point metres miles bridge at 10 kph | . T . I i iE A
I‘ B l

M48 (1,650 D 1. .3 D B
Hardwick 750 \ _
Rail Bridge/A48 600 o
Chepstow Bridge 600 b
Roman Bridge @ _ a A




Risk of attack 5 000 metres,,/
Fast moving water flowing :

southwards from the Forest to .2
the sea as the tide ebbs would
be a security concern

particularly as the highest 5 S | 600 gt e ——
Spring Tides every month would - ‘E_: 4" . 5 ;’
be flowing South mid - morning : 5 13. : aamry I f
to early pm when the bridge is . e L

most likely to be in use. .+ ] ‘ 790 mfetres

The Romans would want ¢ '_ ) )
maximum river visibility to the s 3““.-2" : ’

North as any river attack on the ¢## p %l : LU

bridge is likely to come from the : = o Y b f

North, aided by the ebbing tide L ?f "'nh ;

i

-
River Wye Visibility to North Mlnutes to \ > E
1,650 metre
Crossmg Point metres miles | bridge at 10 kph .

M48 @b 1.00 . _

Hardwick :

Rail Bridge/A48 : N

Chepstow Bridge : - Googhe Earth
o

Roman Bridge




(most likely source of attack)
is at river Crossing 5.

- AR
The Roman route stays true
to the SW-NE ‘desire line’ of
the overall route but
avoids all 4 bends of the
River Wye at Chepstow, and
stays high up until it has to
descend to the safest crossing
point which has the longest
view North of the river/Gorge.

Crossing in the middle of Chepstow (2,3,4)

(the Norman/Medieval/1816/1852/1988 route)

would have been far too dangerous for the Romans
surrounded by cliffs, river bends, and poor visibility. S




Chepstow Roman Bridge

Lancaut
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View from the Roman route
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View from the Roman rodtll"e'thrc')ugh bhepstow near Cﬁé"iifs"r'tow School/Leisure Centre
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View from the Roman route through Chepstow near Chepstow SchooI/Leigure Centre
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The Romans would not want to construct a bridge anywhere in this part of the Wye Gorge,
south of their chosen site, because of the double bend in the river and gorge to the south
causing unacceptable restrictions on visibility of the river and over surrounding land.
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There was a Roman bridge on a bend in the River Usk at Caerleon
but this is on flat land, the river is easily visible, and 100 yards from the
largest concentration of Roman soldiers in Southern Britain.
The river is under permanent surveillance from the fortress.




Best visibility northwards —
(most likely source of attack)
is at river Crossing 5.

- BESTRRRETTE
The Roman route stays true
to the SW-NE ‘desire line’ of
the overall route but
avoids all 4 bends of the
River Wye at Chepstow, and
stays high up until it has to
descend to the safest crossing
point which has the longest
view North of the river/Gorge.

Crossing in the middle of Chepstow (2,3,4)
(the Norman/Medieval/1816/1852/1988 route)
would have been far too dangerous for the Romans 5§
surrounded by cliffs, river bends, and poor visibility. 2




Crossing point 1 — Looking north to Chepstow ¢ 1,500 metres visibility




'_;;11;,@rossing point 5 — Looking south towards Crossing 5 ¢ 2,000 metres visibility

Chepstow Roman Bridge

S

& 2,000 metres
of clear
visibility




Preliminary Conclusions

1. It is likely that the Romansdaveren’t that interested in Chep@
as they already had: a major legionary ba aerieonn;

a significant Roman town at Caerwent; and sea and river connections at Sudbrook —
but they had to cross the Wye in the Chepstow area to get to Lydney and Gloucester —
so getting through this area quickly and safely was a primary criterion for bridge locations

2. The last opportunity to keep routes E and F together as one road before they had to
separate is a .@ (Route E is to/from Gloucester and F is to/from Monmouth.

4. The cliffside Causeway leads to the best and safest crossing location @ it may
have had some natural alignment, but even if it had to be hewn out all the way down, it leads

4 to the best and safest crossing location; and the approach could be protected easily.
R i
i and good

V|ew fronn .the Roman route through' Chepstow near Che'pstow SchooI/Lels‘Ure Centre
: 1 ) 4 ‘I_ﬁ :



Preliminary Conclusions

1. It is likely that the Romans weren’t that interested in Chepstow,
as they already had: a major legionary base at Caerleon;
a significant Roman town at Caerwent; and sea and river connections at Sudbrook —

but they had to cross the Wye in the Chepstow area to get to Lydney and Gloucester —
so getting through this area quickly and safely was a primary criterion for bridge locations

»

¥ 5. Superb visibility of the route, and of the crossing, from the route to Crossing 5; and good
visibility of the River Wye both North and South of the crossing point.

V|ew from the Roman route through' Chepstow near Chepstow SchooI/Lels‘ure Centre

4









1,000 years later

Chepstow Chepstow
Norman Norman
Priory 1067 Castle 1067

~ 2,000 years 1
o S



Chepstonﬁf;;:m,an Bndge (or Crossing)

The Roman Crossing ;_;"' " j The Norman/Medieval Crossing
100 AD/400 AD _ Pl 1067/1220 AD onwards

_The Roman routethrough Chepstow has far better m|||tarv V|S|b|I|ty than the Norman route;-

‘The NonEﬁans wanted 176) controI the river and river, trade WIth the Forest of Dean so they had
ki to be next to the River Wye and establlsh a castle here and a town. .

The Romans, probably, jUSt wanted to get over the |mped|ment of the Rlver Wye Gorge
and move onto Gloucester or Caerwent / Caerleon as gulck!y and as s afely as p055|ble

So for the Romans the route, and crossing snte near Chepstow, with the best V|S|b|I|tv wins. '

e T il E— B, T N
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