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Drone Survey of the approaches at low water



Drone visualisation of the river crossing and Roman agger 



3D render of the Chepstow Bridge  



Line of the Roman Road and Bridge 



Hypothesis one 
Required Bridge Span is 200m, 8 caissons, @21m
Red dots are known locations of caissons. Green dots are projected.
Rise is 25.37m or 12.6%

199.65



Possible location of the caissons for the Chepstow Bridge, approx. 21m apart. 



Hypothesis two 
Required Bridge Span is 200m, 4 caissons, @41m
Red lines are known locations of caissons. Blue lines are projected.
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RR 60A as it 
leaves the 
bridge site 
and heads 
northwards. 



Possible site of 
Mansio 
at Blakeney



Bridge or crossing?

434m





Its not such a mad idea?
The road has been known as the Strata / Via Julia since the 13th 
century, recorded by John Leland in the 1540’s
The ‘Julia’ must refer to Sextus Julius Frontinus (c. 40-104),  
Governor of Britannia 74-8 and fits closely with the date of the 
bridge. He established Caerleon in 75. 
In addition to his military career, he was the foremost Roman 
engineer of his era, the author of De aquaeductu (c.90) the 
history and engineering behind Rome’s water supply
He also wrote a 4-volume account of military strategy, 
Strategemata 
He was very keen on engineering solutions to military strategy. 
A vision of constructing bridges across the Severn and Wye 
would be well In keeping with his career



Trajan’s Bridge
across the river Danube
103-105 CE

Total Length = 1,135m
Twenty pillars
Span of c. 38m 
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